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Our Mission – To Inform and Educate Our Lived Faith at St. Anne 

Called to Serve – Bill Bilow, our New Deacon 
Some of my earliest childhood memories – I was 
probably as young as 2 or 3 years old – involve going to 
Mass with my family.  I remember my parents going to 
the altar to receive Holy Communion, although I was 
much too young to realize what they were doing.  I could 
only tell that whatever it was, it had to be something 
special.  When I finally made my First Communion, I 
knew that it was something truly special – the Real 
Presence of Jesus! 

 

My faith and the belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in 
the Holy Eucharist have driven me my entire life.  I 
thank God for blessing me in this way and for blessing 
me with a family that preserved the faith.  It is this faith 
that inevitably led me to the vocation of the permanent 
diaconate. 
 
About ten years ago, the pastor in my home parish was 
looking for some new Eucharist Ministers.  I responded, 
not knowing at the time where this  “yes”  response  would  
eventually take me.  Once I began serving at Mass, I felt 

drawn to something more, often imagining myself 
serving behind the altar.  At first I thought that I was 
being called to the priesthood, but after much prayer and 
discernment, I realized that this calling was to the 
permanent diaconate. 
 
Not knowing too much about the diaconate, I researched 
the vocation, both online and through numerous books.  
The more I read, the more I felt that this is what I was 
being called for.  When I began formation in the 
diocesan diaconate program in 2008, I knew right away 
that this is what God was asking of me. 
 
After five years of formation, I was ordained on June 1, 
2013.  When the bishop laid his hands on me and uttered 
the prayer of ordination,   this   calling  was   fulfilled.      It’s  
no coincidence that the ordination took place on the 
weekend of the Feast of Corpus Christi – the Body and 
Blood of Christ.  How great is that?  God reaffirmed my 
vocation to the diaconate by allowing my ordination to 
take place on the day before Corpus Christi.   
 
God blessed me with the vocation that I now serve, and 
He did so through my love of the Blessed Sacrament of 
the  Holy  Eucharist.    By  virtue  of  my  ordination,  it’s  now  
my turn to share this belief in the Real Presence with 
others through the ministry of service. 
 
I pray that we all may listen to the voice of God as He 
calls us to each of our special vocations.  And may our 
response   always   be   a   sincere   and   profound   “Yes!”

 
 
 
 
 
 

130 Boston Turnpike 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
 

Worcester, MA 
Permit No. 338 



Our beautiful Good Shepherd window 
was a donation from the Borgatti family 

 

Spag’s  & St.  Anne’s  Church 
     There is a longstanding and 
close relationship between Spag’s  
and  St.  Anne’s  Church. 
     Anthony Borgatti (Spag) and his 
wife,   Olive,   were   St.   Anne’s  
parishioners for many years.  After 
working for the Fuller Brush 
Company, Spag borrowed $35 
from his mother to start his first 
business.  In the front of a truck 
terminal on Route 9 owned by his 
parents, Spag first sold fireworks. 

After making many trips into 
Worcester to purchase hardware 
and supplies as a service to his 
customers, he decided to expand 
the business, taking over the 
entire truck terminal. 
     Spag then bought some houses 
on Baker Avenue and expanded 
the truck terminal building to 
accommodate his increasing 
inventory.  

       Spag’s   Supply   flourished   and  
Spag and Olive embarked on a 
lifetime of generosity to their 
friends, town, strangers, 
numerous local organizations, and 
to   St.   Anne’s   Church.      It was not 
uncommon for them to send 
truckloads of toys and much 
needed clothing items to St. 
Anne’s   Orphanage   in   Worcester. 
Other groups were invited to 
“come   down   and   pick   out”  
whatever they needed. Spag 
always made certain that people 

took enough.  The Mustard Seed 
received uncounted donations of 
food and clothing.  St.   Anne’s  
always   reached   its   Bishops”   Fund  
goal!  Many, many other gifts 
were given secretly. 
     The Shrewsbury Bookmobile 
was another example of the 
Borgattis’   largesse.  A book was 
donated as a lasting memorial for 
every deceased Shrewsbury 
resident.  Mercy meals were 
provided to the grieving families 
upon the death of a loved one.  
     Spag started his business with 
four or five workers including St. 
Anne’s  parishioners  Anne  Lehman,  
Vin Mastro, and Ralph Zona.  

       Down through the years, those 
five workers grew to over 500 at 
Christmastime.  Many current St. 
Anne’s   parishioners,   their  
children, and grandchildren 
worked at Spag’s.    College 
students always had a job to 
return to during vacations or 
summer break.  For many of 
these, college attendance would 
have been otherwise impossible. 
     Just look around in church.  If 
we asked for a show of hands at 
Mass   of   former   Spag’s   workers,  
you’d  be   surprised  at   the  number  
that would be raised. 
     The Gospel reminds us of 
stewardship and sharing. This 
virtue was epitomized by Spag and 
Olive Borgatti in both their 
professional and personal lives. 
Countless thousands have 
benefited from their generosity.      
We have all benefited from the 
witness they demonstrated 
toward their faith.  
        
         Art Brunell and Vinny Mastro 

    

 
Knights of Columbus 

Adelphi Council #4181 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 

The  Knights  of  Columbus  is  the  world’s  largest  Catholic  fraternal  service  organization.    With  more  than  1.7  
million members worldwide it spans the globe with its membership.  From a group of 83 charter members formed on 

February 23, 1956 to well over 600 members today, the Adelphi Council has continuously been a vibrant and growing 

group of dedicated men.  We have been visible in many projects and activities in the community and over the years have 

provided the benefits of brotherhood to thousands of Catholic men.  If you are interested in joining or would like more 

information,  please  contact  Fr.  Paul  O’Connell  at  508-757-5154, ext. 13 or Bruce Andrews at 508-757-4691. 



 

      

          .  .  . to our Christian Service Award recipients 
     .   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

.  .  . to parishioner and lector Ann Sweetman,  winner  of  the  2013  Frank  O’Hara  Prize  for poetry.  

Ann’s  award-winning  poem  “Butter”  will  be  read  at  a  Winners’  Reading  and  Award  Ceremony  later  
this month and it will be published in a forthcoming edition of The Worcester Review.  

 

.  .  . to parishioners and altar servers Kenneth Harrington and John Rezuke, recipients of the 

Knights of Columbus Adelphi Council 4181 Altar Servers Award.  This award is presented to 

deserving Altar Servers at St. Mary's and St. Anne's parishes for years of dedicated service. For Ken, 

it is 10 years of service and for John it is 9 years of service. It is an affirmation of that person's 

commitment to our parish and contains the words "As we have prayed with you, so we shall pray for 

you."  It is personal recognition of their valuable service to our parish community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lauryn O’Keefe, altar server, Human Services and 
Mustard Seed volunteer, attends UMass Amherst 
 

Emily Ryan, altar server, lector, Christmas pageant 
helper and choir member, attends UMass Amherst 
 

Julia Imbalzano, choir member and social events 
volunteer, attends Ithaca College 
 

Sarah Quinn, choir member, attends Roger Williams 
University 
 

John Rezuke, altar server/ instructor, lector, CCD 
retreat musician attends Wentworth Institute of 
Technology 
 

Kenneth Harrington, altar server, grounds clean-up 
volunteer attends Bates College in Lewiston, Maine 
 

Anna Koogler, choir member, CCD teacher, coffee 
house volunteer attends the University of Hartford 

   Thirty-two years ago, St.  Anne’s  began  serving  a  once-monthly meal at the Mustard Seed in Worcester.  In the succeeding years, it 
is estimated that over 80,000 meals have been provided to those in need.  From humble beginnings of hot dogs and beans, the menu 
evolved to one of ham, baked potatoes, vegetables, an occasional salad and rolls, various juice drinks, even roast beef at 
Christmastime.  Desserts were always special and featured baked goods that were regularly and graciously donated by many 
parishioners – some well-known and some ever anonymous. 
   Many members  of  the  St.  Anne’s  community generously donated both the money to buy the food and the time to both prepare and 
serve it.  In the past few years, a substantial second collection taken on a biannual basis more than provided the necessary funds.  The 
work, inspired by Fr. Gilgun, was  initiated  here  at  St.  Anne’s  by  Patricia  Luperchio  and  Jean  Desilets  and  carried  on  by  dozens  of  
individuals.  It seemed that whenever anyone was unable to attend, others came forth.  There was never a shortage of volunteers. 
   But times and circumstances change.  There will no longer be a third-Saturday-of-the-month  St.  Anne’s   serving   at   the  Mustard  
Seed.  A nearby organization provides a meal on Saturdays; this will free the Mustard Seed director, who lives on the premises and is 
on duty 24/7, from some of her responsibilities and labors.  For her, this will be a well-earned respite from an enormously demanding 
position. 
   To personally name and thank all of the volunteers would be an impossible task.  I would most certainly forget someone.  On behalf 
of  those  fed  through  your  generosity,  I  wish  to  thank  the  St.  Anne’s  community  for  its  support  of  the  Mustard  Seed  program. 
      Sincerely,  Art  Brunell  on  behalf  of  the  St.  Anne’s  Mustard  Seed  Ministry 



 

Bruce and Donna 
Andrews are 

celebrating an 
anniversary this year; in 
fact, two anniversaries; 
twenty years of active 
participation here at St. 
Anne’s   parish   and   forty-
five years of marriage!  
 

Moving here to Shrewsbury from their home town 
of Georgetown, MA, tucked up into the northeast 
corner of the state right next to Newburyport, 
Bruce’s   job  change   forced  them  to  move  closer   to  
the Worcester area to avoid long commuting 
hassles. Shopping around for an active Catholic 
parish before moving, they attended masses at 
various churches in the area until one fateful day, 
while attending a Mass here at St. Anne’s   they  
were touched by an angel in the form of Father 
Gilgun. Leaving Mass that morning with tears in 
their  eyes,  they  said  to  one  another,  “I  think  we’ve  
found   a   home!”   That was twenty years ago this 
September and they have never regretted the 
decision.  
 

Donna has been teaching religious education all of 
her adult life and has continued with her 

commitment  to  the  youth  of  St.  Anne’s  by  teaching  
7th, 8th, and 9th grade and coordinating the 
programs for these grades. She has been a 
Eucharistic minister and brings communion to shut-
ins. Bruce has been a lector, Eucharistic minister, 
altar server and sacristan and leader of song for 
daily mass, as well as an active member of the 
Knights of Columbus, Adelphi Council 4181. 
 
 
 
 
Bruce and Donna have three grown children and 
two  grandchildren,  all  of  whom  live  ‘back  home’  in 
Georgetown and nearby Newbury. The family is 
bound together by music ties as well as family ties 
since Bruce is a professional entertainer on the 
senior circuit, performing for nursing homes, senior 
centers and assisted living facilities all over New 
England and both sons have active music careers of 
their own performing in their own band as solo 
entertainers and as a professional sound engineer, 
travelling all over the world. Family parties tend to 
be music-centered and food centered with all 
hands practicing their cooking skills and trying to 
outdo one another! 

 
 
The Roman Catholic community in Shrewsbury began 
when immigrants arrived here in the 1840s, either to 
work in the tannery or on local farms.  They would have 
to travel into Worcester to attend Mass.  Eventually, 
Mass was held in local homes or the Fountain Engine 
House in the Lower Village.  A few years later, the little 
church   known   as   St.   Theresa’s   was   erected   on   Main  
Street, even though no priest was assigned here.  By the 
early 1920s, Father Thomas McKoan, shown in our 
photograph, was assigned here.  Father McKoan saw a 
great need for new churches, one at the Center and one 
near the Lake which would support a growing 
population of worshippers in that area of town.  He 
spearheaded  the  construction  of  both  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  
Anne’s  at  the  same  time,  a  huge undertaking.  By 1924, 
the two churches were finished.  Both were dedicated the 

same day, August 17th.  Father McKoan stayed at St. 
Mary’s  for  a  number  of  years,  before  eventually  moving  
on to a parish in Orange, then to Uxbridge where he 
passed away in 1946.     The   two  “sister”  churches  of  St.  
Mary’s   and   St.   Anne’s   have   served   their   parishioners  
well, a testament to the hard work and dedication of 
Father Thomas McKoan.   

Many   older   parishioners   of   St.   Anne’s   Church   will  
remember Father Francis Warburton.  Born in 1895, it is 
not clear exactly when Father Warburton first came to 
St. Anne, although he certainly was there by 1934, as 
this photograph of him appears in a parish booklet from 
that year.  During his time at St. Anne he served as a 

continued on page 6 

Leaving Mass that morning with tears in 
their  eyes,  they  said  to  one  another,  “I  think  
we’ve  found  a  home!” 

A  Bit  of  St.  Anne’s  History 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

Confirmation – A Real Choice 
  
 The sacraments all play an important role in the life of a Catholic.  
As my class and I border on taking another step closer to God through our 
Confirmation, it gives us time to reflect.  Is this truly what we want?  Do we 
truly believe?  These are the questions we must face and answer before we 
can make our Confirmation.  We learn about our religion in these classes; 
however, we learn about ourselves through the sacraments. 
 My entire class, myself included, has gone through the sacrament of 
baptism.  This is the washing away of our sins as we enter the Church.  
Since many of us are infants when we are baptized, there is no opportunity 
for us to make the decision.  Later, we go through the sacraments of 
reconciliation and Eucharist.  We are still very young when we receive these 
sacraments and once again the choice is not really there.  This is what makes 
Confirmation  so  important.    It’s  our  decision  to  love  God  and  to  love  Jesus  
and believe in this faith.  It is our choice to become full members of the 
Church.  Unlike the other sacraments, our parents have no say in our choice 
to either stay or leave God.  My class and I have decided to stay with God 
and step forward as mature members of the parish. 
 Personally, I feel very ready to take this step.  I was raised as a 
Catholic  and  attended  St.  Mary’s  School as a child.  This schooling gave me 
a very in-depth view of our religion through the daily lessons.  I know what 
there  is  in  my  religion.    I  feel  that  I’ve  become mature enough to know what 
I believe and to also understand what others believe.  Due to this maturity 
and through my understanding of the Catholic religion, I feel I am ready to 
take the step and be Confirmed. 
 The Church itself has just undergone a huge change.  Our Pope has 
decided to step down from his duties and retire.  This is the first time this 
has happened in over 600 years and it caused quite a commotion among our 
Church.  However, God gave us free will.  The Pope believes that he is no 
longer fit to lead the church and has made the decision, under his own 
power, to step down.  I feel he has his reasons, many of which he has stated.  
The  Pope’s  health  is  deteriorating  and  he  believes  that  stepping  down  is  the  
best thing for the Church.  I find this very credible.  It amazes me that this 
Pope understands when it is time to quit when many have stayed with the 
ministry until death.  While there is some merit in that type of dedication to 
the ministry, I feel that this Pope has acted very selflessly in his actions.  
The Pope had to go through a lot to become the Pope.  He had to be 
ordained through the Church, which is a lengthy process and he then had to 
be voted through the pulpit to become the Pope.   
 Our faith focuses on free choice.  Like the Pope choosing to step 
down from his duty, we are choosing to step up in our roles in the Church. 
      
     Cait Leonard,  member  of  St.  Anne’s 
     Confirmation Class of 2013 
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curate and administrator.  He is fondly 
remembered as a kind, caring priest by 
some of our older citizens.  Father 
Warburton  served  St.  Anne’s parish until 
being reassigned to Our Lady 
Immaculate parish in Athol in 1950.  He 
later became the Pastor of Our Lady of 
the Angels parish prior to his retirement 
in 1970.  Father Warburton passed away 
in 1978. 

 Mike Perna, local historian  

 

 
He Was a Best Friend to All 

 
I did not like Fr. Bernie Gilgun when I first met him.  I thought he 
was most inhospitable.  He did not introduce himself to me, nor did 
he ask my name or even offer me a chair.  How rude. 
 
But the Mass.  Oh, that Mass! 
 
We had left Worcester from the Mustard Seed storefront – the first 
beginnings of the Mustard Seed community.  I had just met Michael 
and Frank, co-founders, and I, being interested in founding a 
community, was introduced to them. 
 
It was customary for us Mustard Seed people to make the weekly 
trek   on   a   Sunday   to   attend   Fr.   Bernie’s   Mass   at   the   House   of  
Ammon community founded by him and others.  Now I know that a 
Mass is a Mass is a Mass. . .but Mass at The House of Ammon 
was special.  The music was beautiful, but the reverence of the 
priest was beyond inspirational.  He became mentor to some in our 
journey as we left the storefront and purchased 93 Piedmont 
Street, the original Mustard Seed House. 
 
 
 
Our pilgrimages to Sunday afternoon Mass continued until fire took 
the House of Ammon and its community seven years after its 
inception.  From the Mustard Seed storefront later emerged the 
purchase of the house of hospitality, serving a live-in community 
and practicing the works of mercy. 
 
Fr. Bernie became more and more our spiritual advisor and I, who 
had basically disliked the man, was happy to talk with him about 
what had become for me a crisis of conscience.  A mutual friend 
brought us together.  I soon began to love him, and thus began a 
21-year history with him as my confessor.  He began also to say 
Friday night Masses with the Mustard Seed community, and this 
relationship lasted until his death in 2011. 
 
Yes, there was always the Mass, the beautiful Mass. 
  
There were many things I found enviable about Fr. Bernie – a 
major one, his dealing with the poor – difficult for me to explain – a 
bit paradoxical.  He somehow related as an equal without 
condescension, yet he spoke as in all his dealings with the moral 
authority which we knew to be his.  He was their friend, generous 
with his time, attention and money as with all his possessions. 
          (continued on p. 8) 

Fr. Bernie became more and more our spiritual advisor 



 
  

Archbishop Michael Banach visits St. Anne 

First Communion and Confirmation 
2013 

St. Anne’s  First  Communicants  2013: 
Madison Abasciano, Shally Albert, Abigail Bell, Max Bellino, Dominic 
Betti, Talia Camacho, Ava Campos, Eli Cardosi, Camden Chenevert, 
Shannon Clark, Steven Colangelo, Hannah Current, Jack Dufault, 
Willem Eisl, Jason Fontanez, Matthew Frost, Lilliana Gulbicki, Cienna 
Haddad, Allison Hatcher, Mattie Madore, Madison Marcello, Colin 
McGovern, Lilian Murphy, Anthony Nolle, Christopher Rourke, Joseph 
Russell, Emma Sanborn, Nevin Thinagar, Samantha Thomas, Tanyon 
Turner 
 
St.  Anne’s  Confirmandi 2013: 
Cole Ambach, Kayla Barry, Julia Baryza, Anthony Battista, Jr., James 
Birnie, Natalie Caccialino, Christian Capalbo, Danielle Capalbo, 
Katherine Confalone, Griffin Couture, Michelle Crosier, Steven 
D’Agostino,  Martin  Daly,  Derric  Dell’Olio, Nicholas Diliberto, Sarah 
DiReda, Joseph Freeman, Gabriella George, Logan Girard, Nicole 
Govoni, Matthew Graham, Katherine Hallice, Deanna Hnilica, Victoria 
Hogan, Taylor Janulewicz, Brianna Kelly, Andrew Lauzon, Jeffrey 
LeMay, Caitlyn Leonard, Matthew Marcello, Jr., Brendan Mendonca, 
Justin  Murphy,  Matthew  Oliveri,  Erin  O’Loughlin,  Christopher  
Romano, Michael Rutigliano, Nicholas Rutigliano, Victoria Rutigliano, 
Graham Sahagian, Tristan Sahagian, Daniel Sidoti, Erin Sior, Justin 
Smith, Joshua Tran, Meghan Vieira, Cole Vincequere, Taylor Wells, 
Gabrielle Zona 

RCIA – A JOURNEY OF FAITH 
 

Have you, or someone you know, ever thought about 
becoming Catholic?  Were you brought up in another 
faith community and want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith?  Do you have a child between the ages of 7 
and 17 who wishes to be baptized and enter into the 
Catholic community?  Are you a baptized adult Catholic 
who hasn’t received your First Communion or the 
Sacrament of Confirmation? 

For information on RCIA call 508-757-5154, ext. 12,  
email SaintAnneRCIA@gmail.com  

or visit our website www.stannesparish.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Save the date! 

Italian night 

Saturday  

October 19 

Manzello Photography 

mailto:SaintAnneRCIA@gmail.com
http://www.stannesparish.org/
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And too, he lived, with and surmounted both his 
demons and his challenges.  I have had concerns 
that   some  would   think   him   “hatched”   a   saint.      But  
no, he surmounted his demons and faced his 
challenges. 
 
And yes, while he was a recovered alcoholic, sober 
for nearly 50 years, all the while he helped those 
who still suffered.  He also suffered bi-polar 
illness—yet he carried on with great hope. 
 
No, Bernie was not a hatched saint, but he loved 
God and trusted in God and tried to take many of 
us along with him – the rich and the poor, the 
worthy and the unworthy. 
 
The Mustard Seed goes on, yet we endure the 
great loss of him.  It was not, however, a Mustard 
Seed person who characterized him best for me.  
No,  it  was  an  older  St.  Anne’s  parishioner  who  said  
in  speaking  of  him  to  me,  “he  was  my  best  friend.”    
And  yes,  I  thought  to  myself,  “ah,  yes,  he  was  your  
best  friend  and  a  best  friend  to  all.” 
 
He was a good and holy man.  We pray for him, 
and yes, we pray also to him. 
  Geraldine DiNardo 
  Mustard Seed/Catholic Worker 
 

Do You Know a  Sick or Homebound Person? 
 
It has come to our attention that there are many sick 
or homebound persons living at home or with a loved 
one who have not received Holy Communion or the 
Anointing of the Sick.  Please call us and we will 
arrange  a  home  visit  with  Fr.  Foley  or  Fr.  O’Connell  and  
other volunteer Eucharistic Ministers can follow up on 
a regular basis.  The anointing prayer states: “If   there  
are any sick among you, let them be anointed with holy 

oil by the priest and the prayer of faith will save the 

sick, the Lord will raise them up and if they be in sin, 

their  sin  will  be  forgiven.” 

Call us at 508-757-5154. 
 

One  of  St.  Anne’s  Founding Families! 
Christmas Eve, 1950 

 
Front row: Mary Todisco, Rose Todisco, Sunny (Hersey) Todisco,  
Lucy (Todisco) Card 
Second Row: Frank Todisco, Sr., Anthony Todisco, Frank 
Todisco, III, Barbara Card, Josephine Todisco 
Third Row: Nick Todisco, Sr., Frank Todisco, Jr., Bruce Card  


